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Abstract: 


This study focuses on certain aspects related to the life of Druze in 
the eyes of Western writers- travelers; aspects that recount their origin, 
distribution, beliefs, socioeconomic and military ones. This paper relies on 
studies by a miscellany of Western travelers (British, French, Americans, 
Swedish, Italians and Spanish) who visited Druze in different historical epochs 
(twelfth’s century, sixteenth’s century through the twentieth”’s century). 

Even though they differed on their origin, critics in general agreed 
that Druze are of two classes: the knowledgeable and the ignorant, who, 
collectively, constituted a patriarchal- based society. On the one hand, Druze 
are described as fearless, well- built, welcoming, hospitable and connected 
to their land; on the other hand, they are marked as treacherous, crafty and 
deceitful. 

Western travelers wrote about Druze’s customs, traditions and norms 
that are related to their social life: marriage, divorce, food, clothing and 
gender; they also marked their economic life of their methods of farming, 
harvest and all kinds of trade. Travelers also viewed Druze military tactics 
of recruiting, training and waging wars. Demography of Druze also took its 
share in the study of Western travelers: while luxurious houses, travelers 
noted, were built for the rich and the monarch, poor houses were built for the 
poor and the deprived. 
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SU à 889 SSL cèus 59 qulls cale as JS Lys Lals 55 çopalail 
Henry Maundrell : ,B51 /.cssñall 
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Henry_Maundrell 


Mandrel, Henry. À Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem, at Easter, A.D.. 


1697.S. G. Simpkins: Boston, 1836. pp65- 66 
Mandrel , À Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem :ail ss 


Ibid,pp 32- 34. 
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Vicomte, François- René Chateaubriand. Travels to Jerusalem and the 
Holy Land: through Egypt and the Holy Land. Translated from the French 
by Frederic Shoberl. H. Colburn, London, 1835,p31 
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Vicomte, Travels to Jerusalem :&ll ;Lnss 


EU 5 5 «Oaleuuls 3 Ds gu 5 5 5 as US 5 535 Ja, ‘Giovanni Mariti.FF 
Giovanni Mariti : 51 7. VIA le GW, 
www.cyprusexplorer.globalfolio.net/ eng/ bibliography/ .../ mariti/ index.php 


Mariti, Giovanni Travels through Cyprus, Syria, and Palestine with a ..*é£ 
General History of the Levant. Translated from the Italian .vol, 1. Printed 
for P. Byrne. Dublin, 1792,p255 


Mariti, Travels through Cyprus, Syria, and Palestine :4ail Lis s 


De Lan pres Miel Je oui se Ua 3 S5lS Robert Heron (1764 -1807).vo 
Robert Heron : lai /.Luus ail Aa 
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Robert_Heron 
:[, pronounced [binjamin mitudelan'7rvn nn ‘Benjamin of Tudela Hebrew .*1 
Liluut Ge aile fass bsôls Luls Lonsi I Gluoll Gasill Ge çsusgs Us, 
Benjamin of Tudela : ii /.8\ 170 ae 
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Benjamin_of_Tudela 


Heron, Robert. À collection of Late Voyages and Ttravels: Chiefly Trans-.YV 
lated and Abridged from the French and other Foreign Bublications of 
Niebuhr, Mariti, Beauchamp, &c.The Whole Forming À Body of Important 
and À musing Information, Concerning the Present State of Society and 
manners, of arts and Published by Watson and Co., London, 1797. pp 
238- 239 


Heron, A collection of Late Voyages and Ttravels :&sil Luis 9 
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Johann Ludwig Burckhardt 

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Johann_Ludwig_Burckhardt 
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Burckhardt, John Lewis. Travels in Syria and the Holy Land. Published .*4 


by the Association for Promoting the Discovery of the Interior. Plain Label 
Books .London, 1823, p88 


Burckhardit, Travels in Syria and the Holy Land : ail ss o 
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eo @5 Loue papall age «ose /. isa sale O2 ji Les cabuls Le Dulis 
NL ce hlls sul al dis paf Luuupall ces gas). (NANE NAN) Gsuall Gite 
Oliphant. Laurence. Memoir of the Life of Laurence Oliphant and of Alice .Ÿ\ 
Oliphant, His Wife.Ayer Publishing, New York, 1976,p242 
Oliphant , Memoir : ail us 9 
ghelu 5 als sgh ail AL, : (Wilson, William Rae) 1772-1849 .FY 
Ji. Jolly, se ML Llaral yell.8\VVY le 
William Rae Wilson 
http: // www.electricscotland.com/ history/ other/ wilson_william.htm 
Wilson, Willlam Rae. Travels in Egypt and the Holy Land. Longman, .YŸ 
Brown, Green, and Longmans, London, 1824,p483 
Wilson, Travels in Egypt and the Holy Land :asif Lis s 


Quuu géu5luwle sal ge s (yo gl sils :Charles Dudley Warner (1829 —-1900).Y4# 
sgrall Luis | ss Y lo, dec 9< Llals, Âxels «si Asësil S-52 

Charles Dudiey Warner : Bi /.DIsYl, cs il sil 
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Charles _Dudley_ Warner 
Warner, Charles Dudley. In the Levant, Travels in Palestine, Lebanon and .*'s 
Syria. Gorgias Press LLC.U.S.A, 2002,p258 

Warner, In the Levant :ail ss s 
Joss SUSIL alle s 5atasl Gym :(Richard Bockocke (1704- 1764)).F* 
YL cOuell alall js cg) GaSphtuall Le guse an ll se ogus : 5 
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Falah, Salman. History of the Druze Settlements in Palestine during the .FV 


Ottoman Period in: Moshe Ma'oz (Editor) , Studies on Palestine during 
the Ottoman Period. The Magnes Press, Jerusalem., 1975, pp 32- 34 


Falah, History of the Druze Settlements :ail Lis s 
Constantin François de Chassebœuf, comte de Volney (1757- 1820).YA 
SU fhogus pue SNS CENT oil Lo Les af 
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Constantin- François Chassebœuf 


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantin-Fran%C3%A7ois Chasseb%C5%93uf 


Volney, Constantin. Travels through Syria and Egypt, in the years 1783, 
1784, and 1785: Containing the Present Natural and Political state of 
those Countries, their Productions, Arts, manufactures, and Commerce, 
With Observations on the Manners, Customs, and Government of the 
Turks and Arabs. Translated from the French in two volumes vol, 2, G.G.yJ, 
and J.Robinson London , 1788,pp 44- 45 


Volney, Travels through Syria and Egypt :aall Lis s 
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Volney, Travels through Syria and Egypt, vol 2,pp 44- 45 


Hitti, Philip. Origins of the Druze People and Religion (with extracts from. 


their sacred writings) . Published by Forgotten Books, Charleston, South 
Carolina, 1928,pp30- 31 


Hitti, Origins of the Druze People : ail Lis s 


ele als Gall JU alle s cs :Max Freiherr von Oppenheim (1860- 1946) . 


ZsilafY el als oil A lol Lallel Sal 5 Real AE pale 3955 8 VA 
Max Freiherr von Oppenheim : is [- (Gal pu) 
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Max_von Oppenheim 


plus SLA, alle :Carsten Niebuhr or Karsten Niebuhr (1815-— 1733). 


Lagos dal dlle Quolall di535 Ge catéss oi af anis, L5,s 
OBS JL ques Lo pall 8 5alls pue 5 Lol 
Carsten Niebuhr or Karsten Niebuhr 
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Carsten_Niebuhr 
Hitti, Origins of the Druze People, pp30- 31 


Burckhardt, Travels in Syria and the Holy Land ,p200. 
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Di fo gas LS (5 Lagb y Le Sue als Jatslauall Sal 
Georg Livingston Robinson 
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ George_Livingston_Robinson 
Robinson, George. Travels in Palestine and Syria, vol 2. Henry Colburn.£4 
publishers, London,1837,p272 
Robinson, Travels in Palestine and Syria :ail Lis 9 

Lu sal (5 oops. Sayel Gas Ja, ‘William McClure Thomson (1806- 1894).0 . 

Obi /. cables Loge CIS Jus gite ss Lacle (à Lis gai 
William McClure Thomson 


http: // en.wikipedia.org/ w/ index.php?title=Special%3ASearch&search=Wil 
liam+McClure+Thomson 


Thomson William . The Land and the Book, or, Biblical illustrations drawn .01 
from the Manners and Customs, the Scenes and Scenery of the Holy 
Land, T. Nelson, London,1861,p169 
Thomson , The Land and the Book :asil Lis o 
Volney, Travels through Syria and Egypt, vol 2,pp33- 34 .0Y 
SU alle naiss a sf 9 bilans Felix Ritter von Luschan (1854 — 1924) .0* 
Di Je VAYÉ alle Gays (5 Gas39 eVAOÉ alle Luoïll 3 uls 
Felix Ritter von Luschan 
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Felix_von_Luschan 
Hitti, Origins of the Druze People, pp30- 31.04 
Wilson, Travels in Egypt and the Holy Land,pp481- 482.00 
Mariti, Travels through Cyprus, Syria, and Palestine, vol, 1, p255 .01 
Ibid, p255,p255 .06V 
coms SU 3 Bab s « ss Ja: Tristram, Henry Baker (1822-1906) .04 
Bt Je ole 939 8 VAYYale ds çsatat Us, 5 
‘Henry Baker Tristram 
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Henry_Baker_Tristram 


Tristram, Henry. The land of Israel: a Journal of Travels in Palestine, .94 
Undertaken with Special Reference to its Physical Character. Gorgias 
Press LLC. Piscataway, U.S.A.,1882,p113 
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Tristram ,The land of Israel :&il Lis s 
Oslæall ale (63 ME «ass » IL, : Edward Daniel Clarke (1769-1822) 
Jobs SH PNA oUi 5 ve Bas Ge aile, JMS las passes Lasls s 
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ls eo). hs pe psiSall ae pu an V3 sucl. (pie pulills ue Geläl 
ads 4 Jos all nus « EV Dee (Tee be poils slt C gelall 
Clarke, Edward. Travels in Various Countries of Europe, Asia, and Af- 


rica Communsing, January 1, 1801. Published by Whiting and Watson, 
New York.,1813,pp224- 226 


Clarke, Travels in Various Countries :asil Lis o 


Use S5lS : Gertrude Margaret Lowthian Bell (1868 —-1926) 

SU NA VA ple cuis VAT ble ouls Lilas if Lalle dub 
DB AN Laallall pal Je (as pull usa 

Gertrude Margaret Lowthian Bell 

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Gertrude Bell 


Bell Gertrude. the Arabian Diaries (1913-1914) : Contemporary issues 
in the Middle East. Edited by Rosemary. Syracuse University Press. 
Syracuse, New York,2000,p152 


Bell, the Arabian Diaries :&il Lise 


Benjamin of Tudela,The ltinerary of Benjamin of Tudela. BiblioBazaar, 
LLC, Charleston, SC, U.S.A,2009, ,vol,2p37 


Benjamin of Tudela, The ltinerary of Benjamin : 4 ss , 
Benjamin of Tudela , the itinerary of Rabbi Benjamin of Tudela, vol 2. ,p73 
Volney, Travels through Syria and Egypt,vol,2,p38 
lbid,p43 
Ibid, PP,292- 295 
lbid,p43 
lbid.P302 
Maundrell , À Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem,p73 
lbid- pp67- 69 
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Tristram, The land of Israel,p7 
lbid,p,18 ,p23.p.25 
lbid,p610 
lbid,p588 
lbid,pp112- 114 
Burckhardi, Travels in Syria and the Holy Land, p26 
lbid,pp 32- 33 
lbid,pp 32- 33- 
Burckhardt, Travels in Syria and the Holy Land, p 205- 
lbid,p218- 
De Eos 99859 (3 ls Soi JËues alle : (Eli Smith) 1801- 1857 
Loi 5 à5 Ges ce VAYA plat is Lil (5 fac 8 VAT ple Jus Laola 
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Eli Smith : 51 /. ousñdll SIN CN y 
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Eli_Smith 
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Edward Robinson : Ji /4s51, ssl Las ail 


http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Edward_Robinson_%28scholar%29 


Robinson, Edward& Smith, Eli. Biblical Researches in Palestine, 
Mount Sinai and Arabia Petraea: À Journal of Travels in the year 1838, 
vol, 1.Published by Crocker & Brewster, Boston,1841, ,PP 365- 366 


Biblical Researches, Smith& Robinson. : all ;Liuss 9 
Ibid, PP274- 276 
lbid,PP337- 338 
lbid,PP 380- 397 
lbid,p75 
Robinson, Travels in Palestine and Syria, ,PP 13- 14 
Wilson, Travels in Egypt and the Holy Land.pp 481- 483 
dal {sylal US, al : James Silk Buckingham (1855 - 1786) 
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James Silk Buckingham : ll /. 3 ils LS vols Lio si 

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ James_Silk_Buckingham 
Buckingham, Travels among the Arab Tribes,P66 
Ibid, P 189 
Van Egmont, &Heyman , Travels, Vol 2, P 294 
Mariti, Travels through Cyprus, Syria, and Palestine.Vol, 1,P 252 
lbid,PP 256- 257 
Clarke, Travels in Various Countries, PP224- 225 
fosebuall le out ul Gsisias Ÿ Que Gaiyituall aa all Hal 
Lau «3pu) dass Li SUIVIS statut axe abuse coalaall : Hal 
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Benjamin of Tudela .The Itinerary of Rabbi Benjamin of Tudela, vol . 


2. Translated and edited by À. Asher .Hakesheth pub. New York, 
1841,p37, p 62,p81 


Benjamin of ,The Itinerary of Rabbi Benjamin : ail Lis o 
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Benjamin of Tudela ,The Itinerary of Rabbi Benjamin, vol,2p78 . 


ue «(YA AVOL co spn Sal ls) al Ci LUS pb gs le : hi 
ot «Jsle All us 9 AS —Y ® 
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